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Favoritism breeds jealousy and resentment.

Genesis 37:1-4 NLT
1So Jacob settled again in the land of Canaan, where his father had lived as a foreigner. 
2This is the account of Jacob and his family. When Joseph was seventeen years old, he 
often tended his father’s flocks. He worked for his half brothers, the sons of his father’s 
wives Bilhah and Zilpah. But Joseph reported to his father some of the bad things his 
brothers were doing. 3Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other children because 
Joseph had been born to him in his old age. So one day Jacob had a special gift made 
for Joseph—a beautiful robe. 4But his brothers hated Joseph because their father loved 
him more than the rest of them. They couldn’t say a kind word to him.
Genesis 37:5-11 NLT
5One night Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers about it, they hated 
him more than ever. 6“Listen to this dream,” he said. 7“We were out in the field, tying 
up bundles of grain. Suddenly my bundle stood up, and your bundles all gathered 
around and bowed low before mine!” 8His brothers responded, “So you think you will 
be our king, do you? Do you actually think you will reign over us?” And they hated him 
all the more because of his dreams and the way he talked about them. 9Soon Joseph 
had another dream, and again he told his brothers about it. “Listen, I have had another 
dream,” he said. “The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed low before me!” 10This time he 
told the dream to his father as well as to his brothers, but his father scolded him. “What 
kind of dream is that?” he asked. “Will your mother and I and your brothers actually 
come and bow to the ground before you?” 11But while his brothers were jealous of 
Joseph, his father wondered what the dreams meant.

1. Sometimes God reveals calling through dreams.
2. Not everyone will understand and accept your calling.

3. God’s calling requires preparation and grooming.
• God given dreams always require humility.

Proverbs 16:18 NLT
Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.
Hebrews 12:15 NLT
Look after each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out 
that no poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many.
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Genesis 37:18-20, 31-33, 36 NLT
18When Joseph’s brothers saw him coming, they recognized him in the distance. As 
he approached, they made plans to kill him. 19“Here comes the dreamer!” they said. 
20“Come on, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns. We can tell our 
father, ‘A wild animal has eaten him.’ Then we’ll see what becomes of his dreams!”…
31Then the brothers killed a young goat and dipped Joseph’s robe in its blood. 32They 
sent the beautiful robe to their father with this message: “Look at what we found. 
Doesn’t this robe belong to your son?” 33Their father recognized it immediately. “Yes,” 
he said, “it is my son’s robe. A wild animal must have eaten him. Joseph has clearly been 
torn to pieces!”…36Meanwhile, the Midianite traders arrived in Egypt, where they sold 
Joseph to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Potiphar was captain of the 
palace guard.

4. Jealousy and bitterness lead to hatred and betrayal.

• God’s timing for fulfillment is not our timing.

• The story of Joseph demonstrates God can still work through evil intentions of 
people to fulfill the calling and dreams.
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