
A New Way to Pray 
Pastor Matt Roden
January 5-6, 2019

Prayer can be more than a connection. It’s most powerful as an 
interaction.

I want to be connected to God so I can be changed by God.

5When you pray, don’t be like those show-offs who love to stand 
up and pray in the meeting places and on the street corners. They 
do this just to look good. I can assure you that they already have 
their reward. 6When you pray, go into a room alone and close the 
door. Pray to your Father in private. He knows what is done in 
private, and he will reward you. 7When you pray, don’t talk on and 
on as people do who don’t know God. They think God likes to hear 
long prayers. 8Don’t be like them. Your Father knows what you 
need before you ask.
Matthew 6:5-8 CEV

5And when you come before God, don’t turn that into a theatrical 
production either. All these people making a regular show out of 
their prayers, hoping for stardom! Do you think God sits in a box 
seat? 6Here’s what I want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place 
so you won’t be tempted to role-play before God. Just be there as 
simply and honestly as you can manage. The focus will shift from 
you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace.
Matthew 6:5-6 MSG

So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. 
Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own 
children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”
Romans 8:15 NLT
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