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Take It Deeper: Read Daniel 1-6.

3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace 
some of the young men of Judah’s royal family and other noble families, 
who had been brought to Babylon as captives. 4“Select only strong, healthy, 
and good-looking young men,” he said. “Make sure they are well versed in 
every branch of learning, are gifted with knowledge and good judgment, 
and are suited to serve in the royal palace. Train these young men in the 
language and literature of Babylon.” 5The king assigned them a daily ration 
of food and wine from his own kitchens. They were to be trained for three 
years, and then they would enter the royal service. 6Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all from the tribe 
of Judah. 7The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names: 
Daniel was called Belteshazzar. Hananiah was called Shadrach. Mishael was 
called Meshach. Azariah was called Abednego.
Daniel 1:3-7 NLT

culture can tempt us to lose our identity and our 
integrity.
“Listen, I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. So be as clever as 
snakes and as innocent as doves.”
Matthew 10:16 NCV

discernment protects my identity.
Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have the 
right response for everyone.
Colossians 4:6 NLT

innocence protects my integrity.
14Do everything without grumbling or arguing. 15Then you will be the pure 
and innocent children of God. You live among people who are crooked and 
evil, but you must not do anything that they can say is wrong. Try to shine as 
lights among the people of this world, 16as you hold firmly to the message 
that gives life.
Philippians 2:14-16a CEV
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