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A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.
Proverbs 15:1 NIV 

We all make many mistakes. If people never said anything wrong, they would be perfect and able to control their entire 
selves, too.
James 3:2 NCV

1. Reactions invite consequences.
5A big forest fire can be started with only a little flame. 6And the tongue is like a fire. It is a whole world of evil among the 
parts of our bodies. The tongue spreads its evil through the whole body. The tongue is set on fire by hell, and it starts a 
fire that influences all of life. 7People can tame every kind of wild animal, bird, reptile, and fish, and they have tamed them,
8 but no one can tame the tongue. It is wild and evil and full of deadly poison. 9We use our tongues to praise our Lord 
and Father, but then we curse people, whom God made like himself. 10Praises and curses come from the same mouth! 
My brothers and sisters, this should not happen. 11Do good and bad water flow from the same spring? 12My brothers and 
sisters, can a fig tree make olives, or can a grapevine make figs? No! And a well full of salty water cannot give good water. 
James 3:5c-12 NCV
 
The heart of the godly thinks carefully before speaking; the mouth of the wicked overflows with evil words.
Proverbs 15:28 NLT

2. Responses invite wisdom.

13Are there those among you who are truly wise and understanding? Then they should show it by living right and doing 
good things with a gentleness that comes from wisdom… 17But the wisdom that comes from God is first of all pure, 
then peaceful, gentle, and easy to please. This wisdom is always ready to help those who are troubled and to do good 
for others. It is always fair and honest. 18People who work for peace in a peaceful way plant a good crop of right-living. 
James 3:13, 17-18 NCV

When you talk, you should always be kind and wise. Then you will be able to answer everyone in the way you should. 
Colossians 4:6 ERV

Let everyone see that you are gentle and kind. The Lord is coming soon.
Philippians 4:5 ERV

And because you belong to Christ Jesus, God’s peace will stand guard over all your thoughts and feelings. His peace can 
do this far better than our human minds.
Philippians 4:7 ERV

If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking.
James 1:5 NLT

12I, Wisdom, live together with good judgment. I know where to discover knowledge and discernment... 17I love all who 
love me. Those who search will surely find me.
Proverbs 8:12, 17 NLT

Do I ask for God’s wisdom in emergency moments or every moment?
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Take It Deeper: Romans 12, James 3, Matthew 15:10-20, Proverbs 8


